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EDUCATION — CAPITAL WORKS AND EDUCATION ASSISTANTS 
750. Ms S.E. WINTON to the Premier: 
I refer to the McGowan Labor government’s massive investment in education that was demonstrated last week by 
the $17 million for new science labs, including at the wonderful Tapping Primary School in my electorate, and our 
commitment of 300 new education assistants, whom the opposition says teachers and parents do not need. Can the 
Premier outline to the house the extent of this government’s investment and why this significant investment is needed? 
Mr M. McGOWAN replied: 
I thank the member for Wanneroo, a very passionate educationalist, for this question. It is true that this government 
is putting in place an enormous investment into education across Western Australia. In fact, we are putting in 
$465 million in education capital works across the state. Indeed, the Leader of the Opposition even acknowledges 
that. He said, “In this year’s budget the government increased the overall capital expenditure on schools.” We did, 
Mr Speaker! We are putting in place an enormous spend on important primary schools in particular, but also high 
schools across Western Australia. 
If we go to the member for Wanneroo’s electorate, Spring Hill Primary School had 17 transportable classrooms, 
so we are building a new school in Banksia Grove. Bletchley Park Primary School, in the member for 
Southern River’s electorate, had 20 transportables, so we are building a new school in Southern River. If we go to 
Churchlands Senior High School, there are 42 transportables, so what are we doing? We are building a new high 
school in the inner western suburbs. At last, the western suburbs have a government that cares about the education 
of children in the area. On top of that, Mr Speaker, if you have a look at our science lab investment, you will see 
we have announced $17 million for improving science labs in primary schools across Western Australia. 
Mrs L.M. Harvey interjected. 
Mr M. McGOWAN: I know the member for Scarborough does not care about science and I know she does not 
know much about it. 
There is $17 million to convert existing classrooms in science labs across our state — 
Mrs L.M. Harvey interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Member for Scarborough! 
Mr M. McGOWAN: — to enliven the interest of young people in science, to make sure that our young citizens 
across our state have the opportunity to get engaged in science and go and study physics, chemistry, biology, 
engineering and maths, and do science degrees or the like when they go to university. We are putting these in place 
in areas such as the member for Churchlands’ electorate and the member for Dawesville’s electorate. The member 
for Scarborough’s electorate will be receiving science labs—and she does not want them! We are trying to make 
sure that the kids in her electorate can study science and she does not want them to. That is clear from what she 
had to say. 
Several members interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Members! 
Mr M. McGOWAN: Then we have a look at education assistants. Remember the gutting of education assistants 
across schools across Western Australia under the former government? There will be 300 new education assistants 
across schools across Western Australia. 
Dr M.D. Nahan interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Leader of the Opposition! 
Mr M. McGOWAN: The Leader of the Opposition hates it. He hates the thought of kids with disabilities, 
Indigenous kids, primary extension and challenge kids, and kids with language difficulties receiving the additional 
support that education assistants provide. We are putting a record investment into education, whether it is capital 
works, education assistants or science labs. We have a real program to improve education across Western Australia 
and we have some great teachers on our team taking it forward. 
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